


























The current, unprecedented situation created by the Covid-19 pandemic can be used as an opportunity to bring
structural changes to the social, political and economic spheres in Euro-Mediterranean countries.

It can also be used to enhance cooperation to advance gender equality in line with the 4th UfM Ministerial Declaration
on women'’s rights. It calls for immediate, medium, and long-terms actions while actively engaging CSOs.

The response of governments to Covid-19 should be in accordance with human rights standards and the principles of
equality and non-discrimination of the most vulnerable groups. These include: women victims of violence,
female-headed households, women working in the informal sector, elderly people, people with disabilities or health
problems, people in rural areas, the homeless, refugees, migrants, indigenous peoples, Stateless people, human rights
defenders, and people living under occupation in conflict and war zones.

It is important to take into account the disproportionate impact of the crisis on women and girls due to the existing
structural inequalities and to potentiate their leading role in crisis preparedness, response and recovery.
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